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The Life and Times of Our Ancestors:                                                                                            
Historic Disasters, Epidemics, Politics, and Other Calamities                                                                            
Laurie Werner Castillo – 1 June 2023 

Q1: Where Were They? Specifically?                                                                                                                        
1. Search All the Jurisdictions and Find More Records - Laurie Castillo 
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/video/rootstech-2018/2018-02-3240-search-all-the-
jurisdictions-and-find-more-records?lang=eng 
2. Atlas Of Historical County Boundaries https://digital.newberry.org/ahcb/  
See Using the Atlas. Use the Select a state drop down box. See Individual County Chronology. 
3. Why Getting to Know an Ancestor’s Location Can Be a Research Game Changer 
https://familyhistorydaily.com/genealogy-help-and-how-to/researching-locations/ 

Q2: Why Were They There? Or Why Did They Leave a Former Place of Residence?                                                                                                         
1. Behind the Numbers https://www.legalgenealogist.com/2018/04/12/behind-the-numbers/                                     
2. American History: The Revolutionary War: Before The Revolution 
https://guides.lib.jjay.cuny.edu/c.php?g=288395&p=1922272 
3. Decade by Decade Timeline of the 1800s https://www.thoughtco.com/timeline-1800s-4161075 
4. Timelines and Key Events https://www.thoughtco.com/american-history-timeline-4133352 
5. Major Events & Eras in American history https://www.thoughtco.com/american-history-eras-4140417 
6. EyeWitness to History.com – First person accounts.  http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/18frm.htm 
7. USA History Timeline  https://americasbesthistory.com/abhtimeline.html 
8. How Did They End Up There? https://ancestralfindings.com/how-did-they-end-up-there/ 
9. American History From Revolution to Reconstruction and Beyond http://www.let.rug.nl/usa/ 
10. FS Family Tree Person Page èTimeline è Show Historic Events and/or Add Events 
11. Ancestry.com èOpen Tree èSelect Person èLife Story 

Q3: How Did They Get There?                                                                                     
TRANSPORTATION & MIGRATION ROUTES - Waterways, Roads, Trails, Railroads 
1. FS Wiki - US Migration Trails and Roads – Links and Maps  

• https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Category:US_Migration_Trails_and_Roads 
• https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/US_Migration_Trails_and_Roads 

2. Wikipedia - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historic_trails_and_roads_in_the_United_States 
3. Cyndi’sList – Migration Routes, Roads & Trails https://www.cyndislist.com/migration 
4. Horse-drawn Vehicles  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horse-drawn_vehicle pulled everything  
5. 19th Century U.S. Canals  
https://www.loc.gov/item/98688320/  http://19thcentuscanals.net.mocha3030.mochahost.com/ 

• History of turnpikes and canals in the United States 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_turnpikes_and_canals_in_the_United_States 

• Roads, Canals, and Rails in the 1800s 
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/early-transportation/ 

 



©1 June 2023 Laurie Werner Castillo  gengal@comcast.net  
 

6. Railroad Maps, 1828 to 1900                                                                                      
https://www.loc.gov/collections/railroad-maps-1828-to-1900/about-this-collection/ 

• Railroad Maps 1828 1900 https://picryl.com/topics/railroad+maps+1828+1900 
• Library of Congress –Beginning of American Railroads & Mapping  

https://www.loc.gov/collections/railroad-maps-1828-to-1900/articles-and-essays/#the-beginnings-
of-american-railroads-and-mapping 

• Effect of Railroads on the United States - Railroads and American History 
https://www.thoughtco.com/effect-of-railroads-on-the-united-states-104724 

• Train travel was dangerous in the 19th century 
https://www.troyrecord.com/2010/04/28/dangerous-travel-circ-1800s/ 

• The Wrong Side of the Tracks -Train wrecks were shockingly common in the last half of the 1800s. 
https://www.notesfromthefrontier.com/post/the-wrong-side-of-the-tracks 

Q4: How Did They Receive News? 
COMMUNICATIONS: Mail, Telegraph, Telephone, Newspapers, Radio, Images 
1. A Look at the 6 Technologies That Revolutionized Communications 
https://www.thoughtco.com/communication-revolution-19th-century-1991936 
2. The Evolution of Communication Media: From Newspapers to Motion Pictures 
https://medium.com/one-works-media/the-evolution-of-communication-media-ee9b81039f6e 
3. Post Office Records https://www.archives.gov/research/post-offices 
4. Ancestry.com - Appointments of U. S. Postmasters, 1832-1971 [181 volumes] 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/usappointpost/    
5. How the Post Office Created America; Gallagher, Winifred; Penguin Press, New York, 2016; Book. 
6. Chronicling America https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/  US Newspaper Directory 1690-present 
7. The Ancestor Hunt – Free Newspaper Links https://theancestorhunt.com/newspaper-research-links.html  
8. Timeline of North American Telegraphy 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_North_American_telegraphy 
9. History of the Telephone https://bebusinessed.com/history/history-of-the-telephone/ 
10. 19th Century Photography: The U.S. Civil War http://ushistoryscene.com/article/civil-war-photography/ 
11. Radio in the U.S. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radio_in_the_United_States 
12. Newsreel Archivehttp://www.newsreelarchive.com/  https://www.youtube.com/user/newsreelarchive 
 

Q5. How were they Affected by Local and National Economic Situation? 
U.S. ECONOMIC DISASTERS: Panics, Recessions, Depressions & Strikes 
1. Panics, Recessions & Depressions in the U.S. 

• List of Recessions https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_recessions_in_the_United_States 
• 13 Worst Recessions, Depressions and Panics in American History 

https://247wallst.com/investing/2010/09/09/the-13-worst-recessions-depressions-and-panics-in-
american-history/ 

• 13 Of The Worst Recessions / Depressions In Us History                                                  
https://www.hitc.com/en-gb/2011/08/29/13-worst-recessions-and-depressions-in-us-history/ 

• History of Recessions in the United States                                                            
https://www.thebalancemoney.com/the-history-of-recessions-in-the-united-states-3306011 
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• All U.S. Recessions Ranked — From Bad to Downright Ugly                                      
https://www.yahoo.com/video/u-recessions-ranked-bad-downright-090000167.html 

2. Strikes, Labor & Labor Unions  
• 10 Biggest Strikes in U.S. History                                                                                   

https://www.investopedia.com/the-10-biggest-strikes-in-u-s-history-4773384 
• List of Strikes https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_strikes 
• Labor history of the United States 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_history_of_the_United_States 
• Labor History of 19th Century                                                                            

https://www.thoughtco.com/labor-history-of-the-19th-century-1773911 
• The life of American workers in 1915                                                          

https://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2016/article/the-life-of-american-workers-in-1915.htm 
• The 1932 March of the Veterans Bonus Army                                              

https://www.thoughtco.com/bonus-army-march-4147568 
• Works Progress Administration & CCC https://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h1599.html 

3. Child Labor  
• The Girl Who Spoke Out for Workers’ Rights - In 1912, a courageous teen overcame a personal 

disaster to join a groundbreaking movement that helped change the lives of American workers 
https://junior.scholastic.com/issues/2018-19/031119/the-girl-who-spoke-out-for-workers-
rights.html 

• A Brief History of Child Labor in the United States 
https://www.employmentlawhandbook.com/resources/brief-history-of-child-labor-in-us/ 

• History of child labor in the United States—part 1: little children working 
https://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2017/article/history-of-child-labor-in-the-united-states-part-1.htm 

• History of child labor in the United States—part 2: the reform movement 
https://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2017/article/history-of-child-labor-in-the-united-states-part-2-the-
reform-movement.htm 

• Child Labor in America  http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/childlabor/about.htm                         
More Louis Hine Photos http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/childlabor/index.html 

 
Q6: What Rights Did U.S. Residents Have or Lack? 
RIGHTS of RESIDENTS - At various times many U.S. residents faced discrimination.                                         
Rights of Woman [Suffrage], Jews, Blacks, Native Americans, Asians, Territorial Residents, Residents of  
Washington D.C., homeless persons, US Citizens who live overseas; Residents of non-contiguous U.S. 
Territories such as: Puerto Rico, American Samoa, etc., and children.  
1. Voting Rights - General  

• Who got the right to vote when? A history of voting rights in America. 
https://interactive.aljazeera.com/aje/2016/us-elections-2016-who-can-vote/index.html 

• Voting Rights Timeline https://www.learningforjustice.org/sites/default/files/2020-10/TT-Voting-
Rights-Timeline-Handout-October-2020.pdf  6 page pdf 

• Voting Rights in the United States 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voting_rights_in_the_United_States 
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• Voting Rights Milestones in America: A Timeline - Through the decades, the right to vote in U.S. 
elections has seen massive change and expansion. https://www.history.com/news/voting-rights-
timeline 

2. Women’s Rights 
• Timeline of women's suffrage in the United States 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_women%27s_suffrage_in_the_United_States 
• Women's Suffrage Timeline 

https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_education/programs/19th-amendment-
centennial/toolkit/suffrage-timeline/ 

• Woman Suffrage Timeline (1840-1920)                                                                      
https://www.crusadeforthevote.org/woman-suffrage-timeline-18401920 

• US Suffrage Movement Timeline, 1869 to present                                                 
https://www.rochester.edu/sba/suffrage-history/us-suffrage-movement-timeline-1792-to-present/ 

• US Women's Suffrage Timeline 1648 to 2016                                                                      
https://www.nps.gov/articles/us-suffrage-timeline-1648-to-2016.htm 

• National Suffrage Timeline https://rrlc.org/winningthevote/timelines/national-suffrage-timeline/ 
• 19th Amendment: A Timeline of the Fight for All Women’s Right to Vote 

https://www.history.com/news/19th-amendment-women-vote-timeline 
• MAP - Status of women’s suffrage before passage of the 19th Amendment in 1920 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=5764083 
• Timeline and Map of Woman Suffrage Legislation State by State 1838-1919 [animated map] 

https://depts.washington.edu/moves/WomanSuffrage_map.shtml 
• The Map Proves It, ca. 1919                                                                                             

https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-resources/spotlight-primary-source/map-proves-it-ca-1919 
3. Immigration Laws & Citizenship Stipulations 

• Asian immigration to the United States 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asian_immigration_to_the_United_States 

• Native American History Timeline                                                                         
https://www.history.com/topics/native-american-history/native-american-timeline 

• National & SC - American Civil Rights History Timeline 1896-1978 
https://www.knowitall.org/interactives/roadtrip/timelines/native-american-civil-rights.html 

• Chronicling America: Historic Newspapers from Hawaiʻi and the U.S.: Hawaiʻi Statehood 
https://guides.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/c.php?g=105252&p=687125 

• A Brief History of Citizenship and Voting Rights in Hawai'i (Kingdom, Republic, Territory, and 
State) by attorney Patrick W. Hanifin 
https://www.angelfire.com/hi2/hawaiiansovereignty/HanifinCitizen2001draft.html 

• When Did African Americans Actually Get the Right to Vote? The 15th Amendment was supposed 
to guarantee Black men the right to vote, but exercising that right became another challenge. 
https://www.history.com/news/african-american-voting-right-15th-amendment 

• Making Good the Promises -150 Years and Counting 
https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/exhibitions/reconstruction/voting-rights 

• US Immigration Act of 1917-A Product of Isolationism, Law Drastically Reduced US Immigration 
https://www.thoughtco.com/us-immigration-act-of-1917-4125136 
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Q7. Was There Any Help to be Had in a Crisis? 
PUBLIC PROVISIONS FOR THE NEEDY – Poorhouse, Almshouse, Poor Farm, County Farm, 
Orphanage, Children’s Home, Workhouse, Asylum, Sanitarium, Work House, Mental Hospital, Hospital; 
Serving : Elderly, Poor, Physically or Mentally Handicapped, Orphans, Widows, Wounded or Old Soldiers,  
persons with chronic diseases or contagious  conditions such as TB or Polio; temporally sick persons,  etc. 
1. Poor House Story – Site is currently down but searchable using the WayBackMachine at Archive.com 
https://web.archive.org/web/20190830205413/http://www.poorhousestory.com/index.htm 

• Letter to Genealogists   Historical Overview 
https://web.archive.org/web/20190821200212/http://www.poorhousestory.com/genealogy.htm 

• HISTORY OF 19th CENTURY AMERICAN POORHOUSES   
https://web.archive.org/web/20190821195753/http://poorhousestory.com/history.htm 

2. Asylum Projects https://www.asylumprojects.org/index.php/Category:United_States_of_America 
3. Cyndi’s List Poorhouses & Poverty » Locality Specific https://www.cyndislist.com/poor/locality/ 
4. How To Research Your Destitute Ancestors – Yes, It’s Possible – Lisa Lisson                                                     
https://lisalisson.com/genealogy-records-poor/ 
5. Researching Ancestors in Asylums - By Amy Johnson Crow  [See links in the article for more information. ] 
https://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/researching-ancestors-in-asylums/ 

• Do You Have a Defective Ancestor? BY AMY JOHNSON CROW 
https://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/do-you-have-a-defective-ancestor/ 

• Were Your Ancestors in the Poor House? Here’s How to Find Out 
https://familyhistorydaily.com/genealogy-help-and-how-to/ancestor-poor-house-farm/ 

• Researching Ancestors Who Were Poor  by Sunny Morton                       
https://familytreemagazine.com/us/researching-poor-ancestors/ 

• EX: Ohio Mental Health Records at the Archives & Library of the Ohio History Connection 
https://ohiohistory.libguides.com/mentalhealth 

Q8: How Did These Events Affect Your Ancestors? 
DISASTERS: NATURAL and MANMADE 
1. GenDisasters – Events That Touched Our Ancestors’ Lives -- Browse by: State, Disaster Type, Year.  
Canada also. Use: https://web.archive.org/web/20220129041255/http://www.gendisasters.com/ 
2. Deadliest U.S. Natural Disasters https://www.thoughtco.com/top-deadliest-us-natural-disasters-1422019 
3. DISASTERS - Infoplease   http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0001437.html  natural, manmade, weather 
4. Natural disasters in the United States by state 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Natural_disasters_in_the_United_States_by_state 
5. Natural disasters in the United States -- by type 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Natural_disasters_in_the_United_States  
6. List of disasters in the United States by death toll 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_disasters_in_the_United_States_by_death_toll 
7. Worst U.S. Disasters https://www.infoplease.com/world/disasters/natural/worst-united-states-disasters 
8. 12 Worst Man-Made Environmental Disasters in American History https://owlcation.com/stem/-Ten-
Worst-Man-Made-Environmental-Disasters-in-American-History 
9. Pioneer Valley Massachusetts  Disasters https://pvhn3.wordpress.com/about/   Example 
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10. Consider Manmade Disasters including: Dust Bowl; mine collapses, toxic waste;  strip mining;  
deforestation; using fire to clear land; oil drilling, spills, fracking; damming rivers, flooding  valleys for 
reservoirs; pollution of lakes, rivers, coastal areas; ground water contamination, over pumping of aquifers; 
lack of fire & safety equipment in business & industrial settings; poor building codes & enforcement; dam & 
building collapses; air pollution; destruction of Buffalo & other species; introducing non-native plants and 
animals. 

Q9: What Were the Medical Concerns of Your Ancestors? 
1. History of Medicine in the U.S. 

• Medical Advances Timeline:                                                                                                  
https://www.infoplease.com/math-science/health/medical-advances-timeline 

• History of Medicine Timeline                                                                                            
ttps://www.datesandevents.org/events-timelines/10-history-of-medicine-timeline.htm 

• American Medical Milestones Since Independence in 1776                                                                          
https://www.umhs-sk.org/blog/american-medical-milestones-since-1776 

• "Medicine has Scarcely Entered its Threshold" - Medicine in the 1700s 
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/medicine-has-scarcely-entered-its-threshold-medicine-1700s 

• 18th Century Medicine in America 
http://www.americanantiquarian.org/proceedings/44807198.pdf 

• Disease & Death in Early America https://tullyhistoricalsociety.org/tahs/medical.php 
• Changes in Medicine During the 19th Century 

 https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/changes-medicine-during-19th-century 
• 15 medical inventions of the 1800's that defined modern medicine 

https://interestingengineering.com/health/15-medical-inventions-and-discoveries-of-the-1800s-
that-have-come-to-define-modern-medicine 

• What Medicines Were Used in the 1800s? 
https://www.medicinenet.com/what_medicines_were_used_in_the_1800s/article.htm 

• A Look Back at Old-Time Medicines                                                                                        
ttps://www.webmd.com/a-to-z-guides/features/look-back-old-time-medicines 

2. Epidemics & Vaccines 
• Epidemics in America https://www.onlinemastersinpublichealth.com/epidemics/ 
• List of Epidemics & Pandemics https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_epidemics_and_pandemics 
• Contagion: Historical Views of Diseases and Epidemics https://curiosity.lib.harvard.edu/contagion 
• Timeline of Human Vaccines https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_human_vaccines 
• The History of Vaccines https://historyofvaccines.org/history/vaccine-timeline/timeline  
• The history of measles: A scourge for Centuries https://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-na-

measles-timeline-20150205-story.html  
• Immunize.org  https://www.immunize.org/timeline/ 
• Small Pox Epidemics in Colonial North America 1519-1787 

https://www.mytrees.com/yao/Smallpox.html 
• The Great Fever [Yellow  Fever] 

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/fever/#film_description Videos viewable to 
members. Scroll down as all other resources are free. Look for videos at Public Library. 
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• The Great Fever Map:  Major American Epidemics of Yellow Fever (1793-1905) 
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/fever-major-american-epidemics-of-
yellow-fever/  Also scroll down  

• The Forgotten Plague: TB in America 
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/plague/ 

• Influenza Archive [1918-1919] http://www.influenzaarchive.org/ 
• Influenza 1918 https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/influenza/ 
• The Polio Crusade  https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/polio/ 

Q10. US MILITARY EPISODES:  Which Ancestors were involved?  How was the 
Homefront Affected? 
1. Timeline of United States military operations 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_United_States_military_operations 
2. United States Military Records https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_States_Military_Records 
3. FS Wiki US Military – General, Then scroll down the page and select a state 
4. Military Conflicts in U.S. History https://www.infoplease.com/us/american-wars/military-conflicts-us-history 
5. Discover the Military Records of Your Family’s War Veterans  
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/discover-military-records-familys-war-veterans/ 
6. Revolution: 

• Benefits of the American Revolution: An Exploration of Positive Externalities 
https://www.econlib.org/library/Columns/y2018/HummelAmericanrevolution.html 

• Disease in the Revolutionary War https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-
encyclopedia/article/disease-in-the-revolutionary-war/      

• Lessons in Leadership: George Washington and Smallpox  https://vimeo.com/118863432 
7. War of 18121812 

• Results of the War of 1812 https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Results_of_the_War_of_1812 
8. Mexican American War 1846-1848 

• Mexican-American War: Aftermath & Legacy                                                             
https://www.thoughtco.com/mexican-american-war-aftermath-and-legacy-2361035 

• The Mexican War https://www.studysmarter.us/explanations/history/us-history/the-mexican-war/ 
9. Civil War 1861-1865 

• Civil War https://www.nps.gov/media/article-
search.htm#sort=score+desc&q=The+Civilian+Experience+in+the+Civil+War 
The Civilian Experience in the Civil War                                                               
https://www.nps.gov/articles/the-civilian-experience-in-the-civil-war.htm 

• Effects of the Civil War on Civilian Life 
https://www.warrencountyschools.org/userfiles/2692/Classes/11542/US%20History%20Notes%20for%2
0Nov%2015.pdf 

• Essential Civil War Curriculum - The Home Front: North and South 
https://www.essentialcivilwarcurriculum.com/the-home-front-north-and-south.html 

10. Spanish American War 1898 
• Spanish American War & Consequences https://www.britannica.com/event/Spanish-American-War 

11. Mexican Border War 1910-1919 
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• Border War 1910-1919 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Border_War_(1910-1919)         
• Mexican Revolution 1910-1920+  https://www.britannica.com/event/Mexican-Revolution 

12. World War I 1917-1918  
• United States home front during World War I 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_home_front_during_World_War_I 
• The US Economy in World War I https://www.thoughtco.com/world-war-i-economy-4157436 
• Women on the World War I Home Front: Example Minnesota                                       

https://www.mnopedia.org/women-world-war-i-home-front 
• U.S. female casualties of World War I By Elizabeth M. Foxwell  

https://www.worldwar1centennial.org/index.php/communicate/press-media/wwi-centennial-
news/1168-u-s-female-casualties-of-world-war-i.html 

• 1914-1918-online. International Encyclopedia of the First World War                                      
http://www.1914-1918-online.net/index.html 

13. World War II 1941-1945 
• World War II and the American Home Front https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/885c8f2d-af61-

451e-b7a2-c77fce107429/WWII_and_the_American_Home_Front.pdf  198 page download 
• Economic Impact of WWII on the Homefront https://prezi.com/trvdmoogs4ca/economic-impact-of-

wwii-on-the-homefront/   See Full Transcript at end of first section + illustrated view. 
14. Korean War 1950-1953 

• Impact of the Korean War on the economy of the United States 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Impact_of_the_Korean_War_on_the_economy_of_the_United_States 

• Korean War Educator http://www.koreanwar-educator.org/topics/homefront/index.htm See Topics 

Q11: How Did Climate Conditions and Weather Episodes Affect Your Family? 
CLIMATE & WEATHER: Climate trends, weather event 
1. The Weather Bureau and Genealogy https://twelvekey.com/2016/01/29/the-weather-bureau-and-genealogy/ 
2. Setting the Scene: Using Historical Weather Data in Genealogy 
http://news.legacyfamilytree.com/legacy_news/2016/07/setting-the-scene-using-historical-weather-data-in-genealogy-.html 
3. Did climate disaster cause your family to migrate?                                                     
https://blog.findmypast.com/explaining-your-familys-migration-1842344237.html - no longer available, try 
https://www.findmypast.com/blog/help/7-books-migration 
4. Extreme Weather in History: Stories That Affected Our Ancestors 
https://blog.genealogybank.com/extreme-weather-in-history-stories-that-affected-our-ancestors.html 
5.  Causes and Consequences of 19th Century Droughts in North America 
http://ocp.ldeo.columbia.edu/res/div/ocp/drought/nineteenth.shtml 
6. The Drought That Changed the War 
https://archive.nytimes.com/opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/10/12/the-drought-that-changed-the-war/ 
7. The Year Without a Summer Was a Bizarre Weather Disaster in 1816                     
https://www.thoughtco.com/the-year-without-a-summer-1773771    

• No Summer https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Year_Without_a_Summer 
8. 1874: The Year of the Locust http://www.historynet.com/1874-the-year-of-the-locust.htm 
9. The Dust Bowl https://drought.unl.edu/dustbowl/ 
10. History of droughts in the U.S. -Andrew Lisa https://stacker.com/environment/history-droughts-us 
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11. Top 10 Historic U.S. Floods 
https://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,2070796_2070798_2070791,00.html  

• The 11 Worst Floods in U.S. History https://a-z-animals.com/blog/the-worst-floods-in-us-history/ 
• What are the worst floods in American history? A rundown of the top 30 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/economy/2018/07/24/worst-floods-in-american-
history/37070093/ 

12. 15 Largest Wildfires in US History https://earth.org/worst-wildfires-in-us-history/ 
 

Q12: How did Developing and Changing Technology Impact Your Ancestors? 
1. Inventions and Inventors of the 18th Century                                                               
https://www.thoughtco.com/18th-century-timeline-1992474                                                                                                
2.  Inventions of the 19th Century https://www.thoughtco.com/inventions-nineteenth-century-4144740 
3. Inventors and Inventions of the Industrial Revolution                               
https://www.britannica.com/list/inventors-and-inventions-of-the-industrial-revolution 
4. The History and Geography of Inventions  http://www.krysstal.com/inventions.html 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Other Life Components to Investigate: 
• Local Business + Industry 
• Political Climate  
• Medical Facilities 
• Education 
• Geography & Topography 
• Schools & Churches  
• Civic Facilities – Available Infrastructure 

o Sanitation Systems  
o Water Systems 
o Dams & Irrigation 

 

Additional Sources to Check: 
• State & Local Historical & Genealogical Societies 
• State Archives 
• Local Museums 
• City & County Directories 
• Newspapers 
• ArchiveGrid 7 Million+ records describing archival materials  

https://researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/ 
o 1000+ Archival Institutions 
o Locate materials wherever they may be. 

• DPLA – Digital Public Library of America https://dp.la 
• WorldCat https://www.worldcat.org/ 

 
Bonus: Candyland https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/candy-land/ 


