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 Researching the Scandinavian countries (Denmark, Norway, Sweden) needn't be scary. 
This is an introduction to show it's possible, even for those of us who don't speak their 
language!  There are several issues for many non-Scandinavians in researching the records 
there, notably: history, geography, language, calendar, finding and using church (and other) 
records, and (of course) those pesky patronymics. This program introduces the basics and 
provides some resources to get started. 
 
History  
 The interaction of the countries of Scandinavia over the years is important in 
understanding the records. Here are some highlights. 

• There is evidence of civilizations (primarily hunters and fishermen) in what is now 
Scandinavia over 10,000 years ago.  

• In the Viking period (c. 850 to 1050 AD) there were no written records. The few written 
accounts have come from the conquered people – mainly in England, Scotland and 
Ireland, which from 1018 to 1035 fell completely into Viking hands, as did large parts of 
France and Germany.  

• Written accounts in Scandinavia begin to appear with the introduction of Christianity 
during the Middle Ages, although Denmark has some historical records dating back to 
829.  

• Denmark was the first Scandinavian country to embrace Catholicism. Martin Luther 
introduced Lutheranism to the Scandinavian countries. Sweden, Denmark and Norway 
adopted their own versions of Lutheran as the State Church during the first half of the 
16th century. 

• In 1388, Queen Margaret, daughter of the King of Denmark and wife of the King of 
Norway, made use of a Norwegian claim to Sweden's throne to create the Kalmar Union, 
which united all three countries under one monarch (Margaret, then her grandnephew 
Erik). This led to a 123-year period of political unity that acknowledged Denmark as the 
political capital of Scandinavia under the Kalmar Union. 

• From 1448 to 1481 the three kingdoms were ruled by separate kings, but remained 
united in the Kalmar Union. 

• This union was broken by the Swedish War of Liberation beginning in 1521, which led to 
the establishment of an autonomous Swedish/Finnish monarchy.  

• Norway and Denmark remained affiliated and continued so for nearly 3 centuries. As a 
result of Denmark’s loss of influence from the Napoleonic Wars, Norway was ceded to 
Sweden in 1814. 

• Eventually, the Swedish - Norwegian union was severed, allowing for Norway's 
independence in 1905.  

• Iceland, which had been a territory of Denmark from its earliest days, declared 
independence in 1941 to avoid German occupation (when Denmark was occupied by the 
Nazi forces). 
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• Greenland and the Faroe Islands are still part of the Danish Kingdom, however, they are 
each governed as a separate country. 

 
Jurisdictions 
 The general church and civil organization of the countries is similar. There may be 
several towns or parishes in the country (or even county) with the same name, and many 
people moved between parishes in the same area. Here are the terms for the basic levels in 
each country. See the FamilySearch Research Wiki for more details on each. 
 

Country Parish County District Municipality 

Denmark Sogn Amt Herred Kommune 

Norway Sokn Fylke Prestegjeld Kommune 

Sweden Församling/Socken Län Härad Kommun 

 
There have been various reorganizations of the counties, most notably: Norway 1918; Denmark 
1793 and 1970; Sweden 1660 and 1920. 
 
Language 
 The Scandinavian languages are based on Norse, and are part of the North Germanic 
family of languages. They use the 26 characters of Roman languages (like English), with the 
addition of a few characters unique to each language (Norway and Denmark are similar, but 
Sweden is slightly different, and – just for comparison - Iceland is unique).  
 

 Lower Case Upper Case 

Denmark æ, ø, and å Æ, Ø, and Å 

Norway æ, ø, and å Æ, Ø, and Å 

Sweden å, ä, and ö Å, Ä, and Ö 

Iceland  ä, ó, þ, æ, and ö  Ä, Ó, Þ, Æ, AND Ö 

 
 It is important to realize that these are distinct letters, NOT diacriticals on one of the 26. 
They are at the END of the alphabet (after Z), so be sure to look in the appropriate place in 
alphabetized lists. The Research Wiki at FamilySearch has wonderful helps for language, 
including word lists, and tutorials for the Gothic script used in early records. In addition, your 
best ally is a GOOD dual-language dictionary (i.e., Danish-English). Any good bookstore should 
have one (or more). You can also get some help on Google Translate or other translation 
programs.  
 
Calendar  
 Most parts of the Roman world used the Julian calendar, which was instituted in 46 BC 
and named after then-emperor Julius Caesar. This assumed the earth went around the sun in 
exactly 365.25 days, so every year divisible by 4 was made a leap year of 366 days; otherwise 
it was a standard year of 365 days. By 1582, the calendar was 10 days early, which was a 
problem for the Catholic Church, because Easter was calculated based on the spring Equinox, 
which was now 10 days too early!  
 Pope Gregory XIII issued a decree in 1582 instituting a new calendar. To get things 
back on track, the new Gregorian Calendar dropped 10 days from the year. It also validated a 
change of the first day of the year from 25 March to 1 January (which had actually already 



© 2022, Diana Crisman Smith, Cape Coral, FL. All rights reserved.   

happened in most countries). Most importantly, to keep the calendar in synch for the future to 
account for the ACTUAL time for the earth to go around the sun (365.2422 days – about 11 
minutes LESS than previously assumed), a new rule was added – every year exactly divisible by 
four is a leap year, EXCEPT for century years which are NOT divisible by 400 – thus 2000 was a 
leap year, but 2100 was NOT.  This change means that the calendar SHOULD take 3300 years 
before it is even one day off. 
 The first adopters were the primarily Catholic countries (it was ordered by the Pope, 
after all), while more Protestant countries were a little less anxious. All of the Scandinavian 
countries changed the New Year’s Day to January 1 in 1559. This chart shows the “official” 
dates for the change in Scandinavia. Denmark, its territories, and Norway, which all adopted at 
the same time in 1700 – with the Faroe Islands being a few months behind in the change.  
 

Country Year begins 1 January Gregorian Calendar 
Adopted 

Denmark 1559 1700 (18 Feb became 1 Mar) 

Iceland Same as Denmark Same as Denmark 

Norway Same as Denmark Same as Denmark 

Faroe Islands 1559 1700 (16 Nov to 28 Nov) 

Sweden 1559 **Gradual from 1700 to 1753 

 
 **And then there’s Sweden. Sweden started to make the change from the Julian 
calendar toward the Gregorian calendar in 1700, but it was decided that instead of just 
removing 11 days as the other countries did, they would make the adjustment gradually, by 
excluding the leap days (29 February) from each of 11 successive leap years, 1700 to 1740. In 
40 years they would “catch up” with the rest of the world. But the system was poorly 
administered and the leap days that were not excluded from 1704 and 1708. The Swedish 
calendar was then still 10 days behind. King Charles XII recognized that the gradual change to 
the new system was not working, and he abandoned it. However, rather than proceeding 
directly to the Gregorian calendar, it was decided to revert to the Julian calendar by introducing 
the unique date of 30 February in the year 1712 to replace the leap day dropped in 1700, 
adjusting the discrepancy in the calendars from 10 back to 11 days. Sweden remained 11 days 
off from 1712 until it finally adopted the Gregorian calendar in 1753, when Wednesday, 17 
February was followed by Thursday, 1 March.  
  The change in calendar also impacted the reference to feast days in church 
records, which was traditional in many denominations, including the state-sanctioned Lutheran 
Church in each of the Scandinavian countries. This is frequently used for confirmations, but also 
other events will sometimes refer to the feast day rather than a date. FamilySearch Research 
Wiki has ecclesiastical calendars by country [look under Background on the wikipage for Feast 
Days], or check CyndisList.com for feast day calendars/calculators (remember the calendar 
changes in Scandinavia were different from other countries).  
 So when you’re looking at events, particularly in Sweden, during the 1700s keep all of 
this in mind. It may help to confirm your timelines are not out of synch! 
 
Patronymics and other name issues 
 Patronymic refers to the creation of a surname by use of the father's name.  In 
Scandinavia, the patronymic is formed by taking the father's first name and adding a suffix 
indicating the relationship to the father (son or daughter). These were introduced gradually 
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(beginning with nobility in the Middle Ages) to differentiate multiple people of the same given 
name. 
 Just before patronymics were phased out, some areas began using the male suffix for 
both sons and daughters.  Illegitimate children were sometimes given a “matronymic” surname 
based on the mother’s first name, unless the father was recorded, in which case the child could 
receive a patronymic based on HIS name.  In Iceland it was/is common to give sons a 
patronymic name and daughters a matronymic name, so a household as small as four could 
have four different surnames!    
 

Country Son Daughter Fixed Surname Law(s) 

Denmark -sen -datter 1826, 1856, 1904 

Sweden -son -dotter 1901 

Norway -son, -sen, -søn -datter, -dotter 1923 

 
 Note that in Norway, the extension used depended upon the ruling country: when 
Norway was ruled by Sweden, the Swedish extensions were used; when it was ruled by 
Denmark, the Danish extensions were used; after Norway gained independence from Sweden in 
1914, the Norwegian (-søn and –dotter) were used ….. usually. 
 Since the general use of a few popular first names limited the number of patronymic 
surnames, some parts of Scandinavia added the use of a second or substitute surname for 
differentiation – often this was a place name or occupational reference.  In Sweden, a military 
surname was often added to distinguish between soldiers of the same name, since there could 
not be two men with identical names in the same unit; this name was occasionally retained 
after the completion of military service. Geographic names were sometimes used. In Denmark, 
a farm name might sometimes be used to distinguish a family. In Norway, it might be a farm or 
geographic name. The use of patronymics was phased out in most parts of Scandinavia in the 
late 1800s and surnames were fixed on the father’s surname throughout the region by about 
1904 (except in Iceland, where the practice persists; and Denmark in recent years has legalized 
use of patronymics again). Women in Scandinavia retained their maiden names after marriage, 
although upon emigration to America many did adopt their husband’s surname. 
 As the population grew, the various countries mandated the use of “fixed” or inherited 
surnames. This was NOT universally accepted on first presentation (especially in Denmark), but 
took decades to be fully embraced.  
 Remember, when researching patronymic names, it is more essential than ever to work 
BACKWARDS. Look for BOTH parents in records. Look for OTHER CHILDREN of the couple for 
additional clues. Follow clues in EVERY record to identify the parents. Keep careful notes! 
 When patronymics weren’t sufficient to differentiate people in a community, some 
additional identifier was sometimes added. These were sometimes a farm name, an 
occupational identifier, or a “military name” (Sweden and Finland). These may or may not have 
been passed on to subsequent generations. 
 
Usual Types of Church Records 

 Some of the most useful records in Scandinavia are the church records, which have been 
available for centuries: Denmark (some as early as 1573); Norway (from 1700s); Sweden (from 
1686). 
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Country Danish Norwegian Swedish 

Birth/Baptism  Født, Døbt Fødte, døpte Födde, dop 

Confirmation Konfirmerede Konfirmasjon Konfirmation 

*Vaccination  Vaccineret (1810) Vaksinasjon (1810) Vaccination (1816) 

Marriage  Copulerede, viede,  
Ægeteviede 

Copulerede, viede, vigde Vigda, förbindelse 

Death/burial  Døde, Begravelse Død, begravede Dod, begravning 

Immigration/ 
Emigration  

Tilganglister, 
Afganglister 

Tilganglister (inflyttede),  
afgangslister (uttflyttdede 

Inflyttningsbor,  
utflyttningsbok 

Index  Almindeligt Jevnførelses 
or Register 

Hovedsiden fösamlingsboken 

 

 Vaccinations were required for smallpox in the early 1800s. The churches were the most 
consistent way to track everyone, so this information was added as shown. Sometimes they 
even had the vaccinations done for a group (usually children) at the church. These records are 
by date and usually show the name of the child, possibly the age, and usually the name of the 
father (to differentiate children of the same name). 

 Hint: When researching in a Scandinavian record group, you may wish to create your own 
extraction form.  I include the citation information, the native language text/headings, and the 
English translation.  When doing the initial extract, I copy the text as found in the original 
language; I either translate as I go (if it is familiar words or I have a dictionary handy) or at the 
end of the session. [The sooner, the better – in case the translation provides clues to other 
research while you’re there.] 

Other Records 

 The church records in Sweden also include annual “questioning” or household examination 
(husförhörslängd) to test knowledge of the Church and the Bible, with personal notes by the 
pastor. These can be used as an annual census of the parish, with details on each person. 

 In addition to church records, each country has various census, property, probate, 
military and other records that can be helpful to family research.  Census records in particular 
are helpful (and accessible via the websites in the bibliography).  The censuses date back to as 
early as 1787 in Denmark, 1664 in Norway, and 1652 in Sweden.   

 There are also probate and estate records available.  These tend to be more difficult to 
use, since the recording of land was based on the physical location, often based on the “estate” 
to which it belonged, not any physical description of the land.  There are also some unique 
records in each country: Denmark has military and conscription records; Norway has land 
records, bygdebøker (local history books), and farm name books; Sweden has city directories 
(in addition to the household examinations in the church records).  Many of these resources are 
available through the respective National Archives, the LDS Family Search Centers, and other 
sources. 

  
Tracking Scandinavians 
 To file ancestors (especially those who used patronymic surnames), decide how you are 
going to handle them. I strongly suggest you use a computer genealogy database program to 
keep track (not online, but on your own computer). Be consistent in entering names; use 
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alternate names if you wish, but try to be as consistent as possible – I use the name as shown 
in the birth record as the primary – then any variations found are alternate names so I can 
search for them. For paper files, just be consistent. 
 
Final Thoughts 

• Work backwards 
• ALWAYS focus on a person or family – never try to search by surname 
• Church records and census (or household examination record) are good starting places 
• Fill in a whole family – not just one person in a generation 

• Be careful of dates in the 1700s 
• Keep a map handy 
• Use your resources! 
• Have fun 

 
Resources 

 Here are some other resources to assist in your Scandinavian research: 
Check the publisher, WorldCat (or just Google the title) to find the books mentioned. 

If a website opens in the native language, look around (probably at the very top) for a place to 
select language – sometimes a flag, sometimes the names of the available languages. If not 

available, keep your translation program and/or dual-language dictionary handy. 
 

SCANDINAVIA (general) 
1. Ancestry.com All-Access or World Explorer subscriptions include millions of Scandinavian 

records. www.Ancestry.com  
2. Baxter, Angus.  In Search of Your European Roots.  Third Edition.  Genealogical 

Publishing Company, 2001. 
3. Carmack, Sharon DeBartolo.  A Genealogist’s Guide to Discovering Your Immigrant and 

Ethnic Ancestors.  Cincinnati, OH:  Betterway Books, 2000. 
4. Cerny and Elliott, The Library: A Guide to the LDS Family History Library, Chapter 18 
5. Christensen, Penelope.  Heritage Book Series: Finding Your Scandinavian Ancestors, 

Book HV06.  Toronto: Heritage Productions, 2001. 
6. CyberPursuits.  “Scandinavian and Nordic Genealogy.”  Links to many websites for 

Scandinavian & Nordic Genealogical research.  
http://www.cyberpursuits.com/gen/scandlist.asp 

7. Cyndi’s List for Scandinavia & the Nordic Countries. CHECK HERE FREQUENTLY FOR 
NEW RESOURCES! And don’t forget to look at the “Related Categories” for more specific 
links. http://www.cyndislist.com/scandinavia/ 

8. Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Archives. Elk Grove Village, IL. 
https://www.elca.org/    

9. Family History Library Catalog.  The online catalog to the holdings of FamilySearch.org – 
onsite at the Family History Library in Salt Lake City, as well as Online. 
https://familysearch.org/catalog-search  

10. FamilySearch Research Wiki - Scandinavian Search List.  From this page, find reference 
materials, finding aids, language aids, and more for each Scandinavian country; also 
check for handwriting aids and ecclesiastical calendars (fixed and moveable feast days).  
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Scandinavia - history, research topics, and 

http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.cyberpursuits.com/gen/scandlist.asp
http://www.cyndislist.com/scandinavia/
https://www.elca.org/
https://familysearch.org/catalog-search
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Scandinavia
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background of the region. Follow the links to the country of interest (the flags across the 
bottom of the page). 

11. Free Language Tutorials.  www.ielanguages.com . Includes Danish, Norwegian, 
Swedish, Faroese, Icelandic, and Finnish. 

12. Google Translate.  Translates from/to dozens of languages including Danish, Swedish, 
Norwegian, English, Icelandic, Finnish.  http://translate.google.com/  

13. Fryxell, David A.  The Family Tree Scandinavian Genealogy Guide.  Family Tree Books, 
2019. 

14. Hunter, Leslie Stannard (Editor).  Scandinavian Churches: the development and life of 
the Churches of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden.  Minneapolis, MN: 
Augsburg Publishing House, 1965. 

15. Malmberg, Carl.  America is Also Scandinavian.  New York: Putnam, 1970. 
16. Meyerink, Kory.  “Immigration Sources and Strategies: Scandinavian Immigration 

Sources,” Heritage Quest.  Nov/Dec 2000, Vol. 16, #6, Issue 90, p. 82. 
17. Morton Allen Directory of European Passenger Steamship Arrivals.  Reprinted by 

Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Company, 2001. Available on FamilySearch [Books] 
18. National Nordic Museum, 2655 NW Market Street, Seattle, WA  98107.  206-789-5707. 

www.nordicmuseum.org  
19. Olson, Kay Melchisedech.  Norwegian, Swedish, and Danish Immigrants, 1820-1920.  

Mankato, MN: Blue Earth Books, 2002.  Coming to America Series. 
20. Paddock, Lisa Olson, and Carl Sokolnicki Rollyson.  A Student’s Guide to Scandinavian 

American Genealogy.  Phoenix, AZ: Oryx Press, 1996. 
21. Smith, Diana Crisman “Scandinavia” (Chapter 4), in Allison Dolan and the Editors of 

FamilyTree Magazine (editors), The Family Tree Guidebook to Europe.  Cincinnati, OH: 
FamilyTree Books, 2013. 

22. Smith, Diana Crisman. “5 Facts to Research About Your Scandinavian Ancestors.” Family 
Tree Magazine, September 2013. A version is also available at 
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/heritage/scandinavian-genealogy/5-essential-
facts-research-scandinavian-ancestors/ 

23. Smith, Diana Crisman. “Understanding Scandinavian Patronymic Surnames”. Family Tree 
Magazine. https://www.familytreemagazine.com/names/surnames/scandinavian-
patronymic-surname-suffix-chart/ 

24. Thomsen, Finn A.  Scandinavian Genealogical Research.  Bountiful, UT: Thomsen's 
Genealogical Center, 1993. [Vol. I: Danish-Norwegian Language; Vol. 3: Danish-
Norwegian Research 

25. Thomsen, Finn A.  The Beginner's Guide to Danish Genealogical Research.  Bountiful, 
UT: Thomsen's Genealogical Center, 1984. 

26. Thomsen, Finn A.  The Beginner's Guide to Norwegian Genealogical Research.  
Bountiful, UT: Thomsen's Genealogical Center, 1998. 

 
 

DENMARK 
 

27. Carlberg, Nancy E., and Norma S. Keating. Beginning Danish Research.  Carlberg Press, 
1991. 

28. Copenhagen City Archives. www.kbharkiv.dk [in Danish] 
29. Danish American Archive and Library. Blair, NE. http://danishamericanarchive.com 

http://translate.google.com/
http://www.nordicmuseum.org/
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/heritage/scandinavian-genealogy/5-essential-facts-research-scandinavian-ancestors/
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/heritage/scandinavian-genealogy/5-essential-facts-research-scandinavian-ancestors/
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/names/surnames/scandinavian-patronymic-surname-suffix-chart/
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/names/surnames/scandinavian-patronymic-surname-suffix-chart/
http://www.kbharkiv.dk/
http://danishamericanarchive.com/


© 2022, Diana Crisman Smith, Cape Coral, FL. All rights reserved.   

30. Danish Emigration Archives. The emigration database includes the years 1868-1908 – 
394,000 names.  Alborg, Denmark. www.emiarch.dk/  

31. Danish Immigrant Archives at Grand View University. Des Moines, IA.  
https://www.grandview.edu/about/about-gv/our-history/archives   

32. Danish National Archives (Rigsarkivet). Includes Dansk Demografisk Database, which 
includes the Dansk Demografisk Database, which has Danish census information 
available (from 1787), probate index for selected counties, and the Copenhagen Police’s 
Immigrant Protocols (aka Danish Immigrant Archive). Copenhagen, Denmark. 
http://www.sa.dk/en  

33. Danish Sisterhood of America. The mission is to strengthen, maintain and preserve the 
Danish heritage and traditions for future generations.  http://www.danishsisterhood.org/  

34. Denmark Genealogy Links. http://www.genealogylinks.net/europe/denmark/index.html  
35. Herl, John E.  Heritage Book Series: What Did They Do? In Danish…  Toronto: Heritage 

Productions, 2003. 
36. Hudson, Strode.  Denmark Is A Lovely Land.  New York: Harcourt, Brade, 1951. 
37. Hvidt, Kristian.  Danes Go West.  Rebild, Denmark: Rebild National Park Society, Inc., 

1976. 
38. Jespersen, Knud J.V., translated by Ivan Hill.  A History of Denmark.  New York: 

Palgrave Macmillan, 2004. 
39. Larsen, Birgit Flemming (Editor).  Danish emigration to the U.S.A. (Udvandrerarkivits 

skriftserie).  Aalborg, Denmark: Danes Worldwide Archives in collaboration with the 
Danish Society for Emigration History, 1992. 

40. McDonald, Julie Jensen.  Definitely Danish.  Iowa City, Iowa: Penfield Press, 1993. 
41. Museum of Danish America, 2212 Washington Street, Box 470, Elk Horn, IA  51531.  

712-764-7001.  http://www.danishmuseum.org/  
42. National Danish-American Genealogical Society. Searching for Your Danish Ancestors: A 

Guide to Danish Genealogical Research in the United States and Denmark, Minneapolis, 
MN: 2017.  https://danishgenealogy.org/publication   

43. Smith, Diana Crisman. Heritage Book Series: Finding Your Danish Ancestors: A Primer 
for Research & History, Book HV01.  Toronto: Heritage Productions, 2017. 

44. Smith, Diana L.  “Dansk Kirkebøger: Researching in Danish Church Records,” Salt Lake 
City, UT: Heritage Quest Magazine, November/December 2000, Volume 16, Number 6, 
Issue 90. 

45. Smith, Frank, and Finn A. Thomsen. Genealogical Guidebook and Atlas of Denmark. Salt 
Lake City: Bookcraft, 1969. 

46. Thomsen, Finn A.  Scandinavian Genealogical Research.  Bountiful, UT: Thomsen's 
Genealogical Center, 1993. [Vol. I: Danish-Norwegian Language; Vol. 3: Danish-
Norwegian Research 

47. Thomsen, Finn A.  The Beginner's Guide to Danish Genealogical Research.  Bountiful, 
UT: Thomsen's Genealogical Center, 1984. 

 
NORWAY 

 
48. Arne G. Brekke Bygdebøk Collection at University of North Dakota Library. Large 

collection also includes farm name books and family history books. (not loanable – but 
will provide information from specific books on request – check FAQ page). 
http://www.und.nodak.edu/dept/library/Collections/Famhist/bygdebok.html 

http://www.emiarch.dk/
https://www.grandview.edu/about/about-gv/our-history/archives
http://www.sa.dk/en
http://www.danishsisterhood.org/
http://www.genealogylinks.net/europe/denmark/index.html
http://www.danishmuseum.org/
https://danishgenealogy.org/publication
http://www.und.nodak.edu/dept/library/Collections/Famhist/bygdebok.html
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49. Bygdebøker at University of Minnesota Libraries. Large collection (loanable). 
https://libguides.umn.edu/finding-norwegian-bydoboker 

50. Bygdebøker at University of Wisconsin-Madison Library. Large collection also includes 
farm name books and family history books (and books on Denmark and Sweden) 
(loanable). http://madcat.library.wisc.edu/index.html  

51. Flom, George T.  A History of Norwegian Immigration to the United States.  Baltimore, 
MD: Clearfield Company, Inc., 2002.  Originally published Iowa City, IA, 1909. 

52. Herrick, Linda M., and Wendy K. Uncapher.  Norwegian Research Guide. Janesville, WI: 
Origins Press, 2004. 

53. Norway Genealogy Links. http://www.genealogylinks.net/europe/norway/index.html  
54. Norway-Heritage. Lots to browse – pictures, passenger lists, ship photos, Norwegian 

Heritage Forum!  www.norwayheritage.com/    
55. Norwegian American Genealogical Center & Naeseth Library. “Discovering, preserving, & 

sharing Norwegian and Norwegian-American Family History”. Over 10,000 titles 
including databases, family histories, bygdebøker, and more. Madison, WI. 
www.nagcnl.org  

56. Norwegian Emigration Center Digital Archive of Norway.  The Digital Archives is a public 
service from the National Archives of Norway. Here you can search in transcribed source 
material (including census records) for free.   https://www.digitalarkivet.no/en/  

57. Norwegian Emigrant Center. “to help descendants of emigrant Norwegians find their 
Norwegian roots”. https://www.emigrationcenter.com/the-norwegian-emigrant-center/  

58. Norwegian National Archives (Arkivverket). https://www.arkivverket.no/en  
59. Reiersen, Johan Reinert.  Translated by Frank G. Nelson.  Pathfinder for Norwegian 

Emigrants.  Northfield, MN: The Norwegian-American Historical Association, 1981. 
60. Semmingsen, Ingrid.  Norway to America: A History of the Migration.  University of 

Minnesota Press, 1980. 
61. Sons of Norway. “founded in 1895 as the Independent Order of the Sons of Norway, is a 

fraternal organization principally representing people of Norwegian heritage in the 
United States and Canada.” https://www.sofn.com 

62. Thomsen, Finn A.  The Beginner's Guide to Norwegian Genealogical Research.  
Bountiful, UT: Thomsen's Genealogical Center, 1998. 

63. Thomsen, Finn A.  Scandinavian Genealogical Research.  Bountiful, UT: Thomsen's 
Genealogical Center, 1993. [Vol. I: Danish-Norwegian Language; Vol. 3: Danish-
Norwegian Research 

64. Thomsen, Finn A. Genealogical maps & guides to the Norwegian parish registers.  
Bountiful, UT: Thomsen’s Genealogical Center, 1987. 

 
 

SWEDEN 
 

65. ArkivDigital database. Nearly 48 million images from the Swedish archives, re-digitized in 
color. Instruction videos on YouTube. Check the blog for news, updates, and tips on 
Swedish research <https://www.arkivdigital.net/blog> Check the home page for  
promotions. Weekly, monthly or annual subscription. http://www.arkivdigital.net/  

66. Barton, H. Arnold, Editor. Letters from the Promised Land: Swedes in America: 1840-
1914. University of Minnesota Press, 2000.   

https://libguides.umn.edu/finding-norwegian-bydoboker
http://madcat.library.wisc.edu/index.html
http://www.genealogylinks.net/europe/norway/index.html
http://www.norwayheritage.com/
http://www.nagcnl.org/
https://www.digitalarkivet.no/en/
https://www.emigrationcenter.com/the-norwegian-emigrant-center/
https://www.arkivverket.no/en
https://www.sofn.com/
https://www.arkivdigital.net/blog
http://www.arkivdigital.net/
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