
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CLF General Meeting (must register) 
Hybrid – via Zoom or In-Person  

10:30 a.m. CST, Saturday, February 17th 

meeting so you can attend via Zoom.  You can find the link on the CLF 

website – www.ClaytonLibraryFriends.org 

   Because of the tremendous increase in participation offered by virtual 

meetings, even when we are able to safely host in-person meetings, we 

plan to continue to provide them via Zoom.  To prepare for that a few 

Board Members will join Sue Kaufman on August 14 as we learn how to 

provide hybrid meetings in the future.  Please bear with us as we work 

out the technical requirements to seamlessly meet the needs of both a 

virtual and on-site audience. 

   After Sue gives a report on the State of the Library, I will introduce your 

hardworking Board who have been working behind the scenes to make 

sure the administrative structure of CLF continues to support both the 

Friends and Clayton Library.  A couple of Board members will give you 

updates on some exciting new projects planned for 2021 and invite your 

participation. 

   Please join us on Saturday, August 14th.  The program will start at 

10:30am.  The Zoom will open at 10am for those who wish to “socialize”.                                                           

Lynda Collins, Presidxxent 
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   Where do you find genealogists?  In archives, 
courthouses, and libraries?  Yes, and most definitely 
around Clayton!  But I believe genealogists can be found 
anywhere—mostly because there’s a family historian 
within each of us.  That “inner genealogist” may just 
emerge at different times and in different circumstances. 
 

   Some of us discover genealogy at an early age, 
shadowing our elders around cemeteries and listening to 
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their family stories. Sometimes genealogy becomes an interest after a 
major life event—such as the birth of a child or death of a parent—when 
we realize the next generation depends on us to anchor them with roots 
and history.  For others, knowing little about their origins prompts a search 
for a birth parent, often leading to research on distant ancestors. 
 

   Our task as Clayton Library Friends is to be ambassadors of Clayton, 
sharing this great resource with others wherever they are in their family 
history journey. Over the past few months, Clayton librarians and the CLF 
Board have participated in outreach events to accomplish this goal.  
Clayton librarians have visited neighborhood libraries to capture the 
interest of Houston Public Library patrons in various parts of the city.  CLF 
volunteers have manned booths at the Houston Highland Games in 
October and a family history fair organized by the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints in January.  In mid-February, we will also participate 
in a day-long workshop presented by the Afro-American Historical and 
Genealogical Society, Inc. – Willie Lee Gay H-Town Chapter being held at 
the Holocaust Museum Houston. 
 

   At these events, our volunteers hear varied reactions to Clayton.  Some 
have visited before—often with an older family member—and just need a 
reminder that the library is still here and ready to welcome visitors.  Others 
have heard of Clayton but assume its collection only covers Houston, 
Harris County, or Texas.  They are surprised when they learn that Clayton 
is one of the top genealogical libraries in the US and its holdings span all 
fifty states and internationally.  For those contacts who have never heard  

Continued on page 2 

 



 

 

Clayton Library Friends is a tax-exempt, non-profit 
organization – IRS Code 501(c)(3) – whose purpose 
is to enrich the resources of the Family History 
Research Center at the Clayton Library Campus, a 
Special Collections branch of the Houston Public 
Library.  We always welcome donations to further 
our purpose. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
Clayton Library Friends, Inc. 

 

Statement of Activities 
October 1, 2023 to December 31, 2023 

 

Income 
   Unrestricted Contributions                  $     607 
   Temporarily Restricted                       $     100 
   Membership Dues                              $     200 
   Other Income                                           $  2,536 
    

Total Income                                        $  3,443 
 
Expenses 
   Current Programs                               $     805 
   Administrative & General                    $  3,817 
 

Total Expenses                                    $  4,622 
 
Net Operating Income (Loss)             $ (1,179) 
 
Other Income –  
      Charles Schwab Investment Account 
   Interest & Dividends Income             $   8,412 
   Unrealized Gains                              $  -8,492 
Other Expenses                                 $(12,170)                    
Net Other Income                              $  12,250         
    

Net Income                                         $(13,329) 
 

Statement of Financial Position 
As of YTD December 31, 2023 

 

Assets 
   Current Assets 
      Bank Account                              $     57,149 
   Total Other Assets                $1,406,817 
        (Investments, of which $828,704 is the 
        permanently restricted Endowment)     
 

Total Assets                                     $1,463,966 
  
Liabilities and Equity 
   Liabilities (VISA card)                     $         914 
   Equity                                             $1,463,052 
 

Total Liabilities and Equity             $1,463,966 
 

Resa Nichols Hennings, Treasurer 

President’s Message -- 
Continued from page 1 

 

of Clayton, they are encouraged that such a valuable 
resource is local, free to the public, and able to help 
researchers of all experience levels. 
 
   Many thanks to Clayton board members and 
volunteers who have helped with these outreach 
booths: Zoe Glasscock, Pat Metcalfe, and Cary 
Rodriguez.  CLF hopes to add more outreach events 
this year, highlighting Clayton to both the genealogy 
community and our Houston metro neighbors.  If you 
know of an event or would like to help in future 
efforts, contact publicity@claytonlibraryfriends.org. 
 

   Let’s help others discover Clayton and discover 
their past! 

Jessica Horne Collins  
 

***** 
  Special Donations – 
 

   Since the last newsletter, Clayton Library Friends 
has received these special ‘In Honor Of’ and ‘In 
Memory Of’ monetary donations. 
 

In Honor Of: 
 

Sue Kaufman 
Military Veteran Members of Houston Colony 

Magna Charta Dames and Barons 
 

In Memory Of: 
 

Lou & Wilma (Taylor) Lazartic 
Gary Alton Marsh 

Mary Herrera Pena 
Laurence Shaner 

Merlin Eugene ’Gene’ Shaner 
Frank & Mary ‘Caroline’ Timko 

Alan Young 

***** 
Please Remember --  If you have a change to any 
of your contact information (address, phone number, 
email, etc) please remember to send it to 
1vp@claytonlibraryfriends.org.   Thank you! 
 

   

Clayton Library Friends 
P O Box 271078, Houston TX 77277-1078 

www.ClaytonLibraryFriends.org 
 

mailto:publicity@claytonlibraryfriends.org
mailto:1vp@claytonlibraryfriends.org
http://www.clayton/


 
 

      Speaker:  Janet Miller 
Saturday, February 17, 2024      

10:30 a.m. CST 

This meeting requires registration. 

All God’s Children: The Enslaved and Their Owners,  
                     Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church (1801-1829), 

                           Jessamine County, Kentucky 

.                                         The Clayton Advocate – February 2024                
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   This is a Hybrid meeting -- held both online via Zoom and in-person in Clayton's Susan Garwood 

Meeting Room.  Registration is required for in-person attendance due to limited seating capacity.  

Registration for online attendance is also required to obtain Zoom login instructions.  To register, go to 

claytonlibraryfriends.org/events 

    In this presentation Janet Miller will briefly explore her family’s involvement with the “Traveling Church” 

(1781-82) and the “Siege of Bryan’s Station” (1782) and describe how these events shaped the founding 

of the Mt Pleasant Baptist Church, Jessamine County, Kentucky.  The program will also include stories 

about enslaved church members and their owners. 

   Janet Miller always believed that her ancestors came from small, rural Protestant congregations that 

did not keep records.  Recently, though, while searching for information on Lafon family members, she 

decided to look at the transcribed minutes of Mt Pleasant Baptist church online at FamilySearch.  It was 

nice to find one lone Lafon mentioned – Anna, her fourth great-grandmother –who had joined the 

congregation in the summer of 1811.  Oh yes, how nice.  But then, on the same page were other familiar 

names: Singleton, Waller, Haydon, Barkley.  And then there were slaves mentioned on the page, first 

names only – Harry, Cato, Charity, Dolley – who were either joining the Church or being baptized.  What 

started on a whim with the expectation of finding nothing of consequence, soon became a full-fledged 

hunt for family ties to the history of Mt Pleasant Church and to the Church’s ties to early American 

history, i.e. the “Traveling Church” and the “Siege of Bryan’s Station.” 

   Janet’s personal journey into genealogical research began in the fall of 1992 when history professor 

Dr Riley Froh challenged her much younger classmates and her to record their family stories.  Writing a 

class paper, “Why Me Lord, Why Texas?” resulted in Janet’s first introduction to the magic of the Clayton 

Library in Houston and to the classical research tools of the day: the Soundex system, manual microfilm 

machines, books, books, and more books.  Starting at Clayton with “Why Me Lord…” and returning here 

some thirty years later with “All God’s Children…” is like a pair of bookends between which she has 

learned so much. And yet, when she continues to be so surprised and delighted to find her ancestors in 

unexpected places, Janet Miller realizes that there is so much more to learn. 

 

 

 

 

Mark your calendar for: 
     

    CLF Quarterly Meetings – 3rd Saturdays: May 18, August 17, and November 16. 
             

    CLF Executive Board Meeting  
     CLF members are invited to attend CLF quarterly Executive Board meetings.  Please let us know   
      at least a week in advance if you wish to speak to the Board – so we can add you to the agenda. 
 



   Assistant Manager’s Message -- 

 

 

   This is the year of the “re-start”. Start with a new family member or finish an old line. Bring a family 

member or friend and work together on a new project. Stop in and just say Hi!  We can get you re-interested 

in family history research.   New books have been added to the collection all over the library. Explore the 

50 States, International Collection and Family histories.  Databases have transitioned to new formats in 

some cases.  Our computer log-in process has been refreshed as well.  Oh! I almost forgot to mention the 

HPL’s website has changed too!  We can help you navigate the site in person or on the phone.   

   The Clayton Library Friends have been instrumental in purchasing new technology for customers to 

utilize.  We thank you!   Notice that I have not given out specifics.  Seeing is believing!  Volunteers are 

learning how to assist customers in using the new technology.  Check out the updated Crier and the Extra 

newsletters from the Houston Public Library for more details.    

 So, if you’re in the neighborhood, come on in! We miss you!   

Melissa Hayes 

 

   Family History Research Center Manager Susan Kaufman moved back 

home to Illinois in October of 2023. The staff has been working steadily to 

complete projects started before Sue’s departure.  I am excited to say a new 

Manager has been selected and will start soon.  Come in and meet him!   

   A new year has begun and a new way of using library resources has 

commenced.  HPL has gone cashless. A new printer has arrived using only 

credit card or debit card transactions.   Fear not, we have a book scanner to 

the rescue. Bring in a USB drive and take scans home instead of paper 

copies.  Laptops and tablets are welcome. Smart phones can be used to take 

pictures or documents as well.  As a gentle reminder Yahoo mail and Gmail 

are not reachable in the library.  No google!  That’s Ok, we can help you 

access the databases. 
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Family History Research Center at the Clayton Library Campus 

5300 Caroline, Houston, TX 77004-6896 

832-393-2600 

www.houstonlibrary.org/clayton 

Current library hours: 

 Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday -- 10am to 5pm  

Thursday --  noon to 7pm 

 

 We welcome any articles related to Clayton Library and/or its collections. 

The Clayton Advocate deadline for the May 2024 issue is May 1, 2024. 

CLAYTON LIBRARY FRIENDS’ NEWSLETTER STAFF 

Editor – Pat Palmer Metcalfe                 plpm@ix.netcom.com 

Editorial Assistance – Jessica Horne Collins, Lesley Douthwaite, Glenda Hayes, Fidel Ramirez 

 

http://www.houstonlibrary.org/clayton
mailto:plpm@ix.netcom.com


   

 

Angel Program 
 

BE AN ANGEL 

      Clayton Library Friends supports the periodicals collection of Clayton Library through our Angel Program.  
The Angel Program ensures support for the annual subscriptions of many periodicals from genealogy and 
historical societies across the United States.  These publications, listed below and on page 6, are in addition 
to those covered by Clayton’s annual City of Houston budget.  Together we maintain our exceptional 
collection which contributes to Clayton’s perennial standing as one of the top genealogy libraries in the 
country.   
 

   You can earn your “wings” by donating for one or more of the following periodicals requested by the Family 
History Research Center at the Clayton Library Campus. Non-specific donations are always welcome.    
 

   Donations may be made by check or online on our CLF website – claytonlibraryfriends.org. Checks should 
be made payable to ’Clayton Library Friends’, and mailed to: PO Box 271078, Houston TX 77277- 1078. 
Please write ANGEL on your check.  
 

   Those who have earned their “wings” since the last CLF newsletter:  
 

• Myra Nell Marsh 

• Jen Sansbury 

• Mary Anthony Startz 
 

   Contact Barbara Richards and Lynda Collins at angels@claytonlibraryfrends.org if you have questions.  

***** 
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                Title                                                                         Publisher                                                                  Cost 
AGS Magazine Alabama Genealogical Society, Inc.  $     15.00  

American-Canadian Genealogist American-Canadian Genealogical Society  $     45.00  

Annals of Wyoming Wyoming State Historical Society  $     60.00  

Argyll Colony Plus North Carolina Scottish Heritage Society  $     30.00  

Arkansas Family Historian Arkansas Genealogical Society, Inc.  $     25.00  

Blount Journal Blount County Genealogical Historical Society  $     25.00  

Carolina Herald and Newsletter South Carolina Genealogical Society  $     25.00  

Carolinas Genealogical Society Bulletin Carolinas Genealogical Society  $     20.00  

Central Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly Central Georgia Genealogical Society, Inc.  $     30.00  

Ceske Stopy = Czech Footprints Texas Czech Genealogical Society  $     35.00  

Chicago Genealogist Chicago Genealogical Society  $     30.00  

Chronicles of Oklahoma Oklahoma Historical Society  $     50.00  

Clarke County Historical Society Quarterly Clarke County Historical Society  $     30.00  

Collin County Chronicles Collin County TX  $     25.00  

Connecticut Ancestry Connecticut Ancestry Society, Inc.  $     35.00  

Connecticut Maple Leaf French-Canadian Geneal. Society of Connecticut  $     30.00  

Families Ontario Genealogical Society  $   100.00  

Family History Capers Geneal Soc of Washtenaw County, Michigan, Inc  $     10.00  

Family Tree (magazine – UK) Warner's Group Publication  $   100.15  

Flint Genealogical Quarterly Flint Genealogy Society  $     20.00  

Franklin County Genealogical Society Quarterly Franklin County Genealogical Society (TX)  $     25.00  

Genealogist American Society of Genealogists  $     25.00  
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Angel Program  continued from page 5 

5                  Title                                  Publisher       Cost 

Genealogist American Society of Genealogists  $     25.00  

Genealogist Magazine Genealogy Society of Genealogists (UK)  $     51.00  

Genie ARK-LA-TEX Genealogical Society, Inc.  $     20.00  

Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly Georgia Genealogical Society  $     45.00  

Goingsnake Messenger Goingsnake District Heritage Society Assn (OK)  $     20.00  

Idaho Genealogical Soc Quarterly Newsletter Idaho Genealogy Society  $     35.00  

Illinois State Genealogy Society Quarterly Illinois Genealogy Society  $     40.00  

Indiana Genealogist Indiana Genealogical Society  $     30.00  

Irish Roots Belgrave Publishers  $     35.00  

Journal German-Texan Heritage Society  $     35.00  

"Kith 'n Kin"  [Sandusky Co. OH] Sandusky Kin Hunters  $     15.00  

Le Raconteur   Le Comite des Archives de la Louisiane  $     15.00  

Leaves and Branches Navarro County TX Genealogy Society  $     25.00  

Les Voyageurs German-Acadian Coast Hist and Geneal Society  $     15.00  

Licking Lantern [Licking County, OH] Licking County Genealogical Society  $     19.00  

Lifelines [Northern NY] Northern NY American-Canadian Geneal Society  $     35.00  

Maine Genealogist Maine Genealogy Society  $     30.00  

MASSOG & Past Times (Mass) Massachusetts Society of Genealogists  $     25.00  

Middle Tennessee Journal of Geneal & History Middle Tennessee Genealogical Society  $     25.00  

Minnesota Genealogist Minnesota Genealogy Society  $     35.00  

Mississippi River Routes Vicksburg Genealogical Society, Inc  $     25.00  

Rhode Island Roots Rhode Island Genealogical Society  $     15.00  

Rodziny  Polish Genealogical Society of America  $     35.00  

Shelby County Historical Society Quarterly  Shelby County Historical Society (AL)  $     20.00  

South Dakota Genealogical Society Quarterly South Dakota Genealogical Society   $     23.00  

St. Louis Genealogical Society Quarterly St. Louis Genealogical Society (MO)  $     45.00  

Tap Roots Genealogical Society of East Alabama, Inc.  $     25.00  

Vermont Genealogy Vermont Genealogical Society  $     30.00  

Wisconsin State Genealogical Soc Newsletter Wisconsin State Genealogical Society (WSGS)  $     30.00  

 

CLF Donated-Duplicate Book Sale – 
  Books that are donated to Clayton Library Friends that the library already owns or does not need, are listed 

for sale on our Clayton Library Friends website – claytonlibraryfriends.org/books.  These books are usually 

priced at $5 - $10 - $15 per volume, although an occasional volume or series may be priced higher. 

  There are several lists on the website: books dealing with a single state, and lists of foreign, general, U.S., and 

Civil War titles.  A ‘recent additions’ list is sometimes added to the website. 

    These books are available either on our Book Sale days that are held the 1st and 3rd Saturdays from 11 to 

3pm at the Clayton House, or you may have selected titles mailed to you. We can mail your selections via Media 

Mail rates; you pay book and postage costs by check upon receiving the book(s).  Contact CLF volunteer Pat 

Metcalfe at claytonexchange@ix.netcom.com.  

 

 

mailto:claytonexchange@ix.netcom.com


2023 Contributions and Donations 
 

We wish to acknowledge and express our appreciation to the following 
individuals and organizations who, during the calendar year of 2023,  
have generously made financial gifts to the Clayton Library Friends’ 

ongoing goal of enriching the resources of the 
Family History Research Center at the Clayton Library Campus 

 
 

Contributor ($1 - $49)       

Frank Bernhard 

Mary Ann Broussard 

Catherine & Charles Fitch 

Helen Graham 

Kathryn Haueisen 

Elizabeth Leifeste 

Patricia Metcalfe 

Bernice N Bell Mistrot 

NS New England Women,  

    Deacon John Tenney Colony 

Betty Pitchford 

Barbara Richards 

Margery Wheeler 

Donor ($50 - $99)        
 
 

Anonymous 
Kathleen Black 
Elizabeth Hicks 
Katherine Powell Hill   
      

Sandra Kruse 
Kenneth Nelson 
NSDAR, Samuel Sorrell Chapt 
Cannon Pritchard 
Shell Oil Company Foundation 

Mary Anthony Startz 
Texas Daughters of Founders 
                John Shepherd 
Bela Toth 
UDC Robert E Lee Chapter 

 
Patron ($100 - $249)      

AAGHS Willie Lee Gay  

                       H-Town Chapter 

Austin Genealogical Society 

Bay Area Genealogical Society 

Daughters of the Republic 

                San Jacinto Chapter 

Mary Ramsey Hollis 

Novella Hronek 

Becky Morgan 

Joan Smith 

Jerry Stewart 

David Swenson 

Paula Rene White 

David Williams 

Robert Payton Wright 

Sallie Wright 

 
Sponsor ($250 - $499)     

 

Houston Colony Magna Charta Marsha Elaine (Timko) Shaner Judy Stover

Benefactor ($500 and above)      
 

              Emile A Bussemey 

              Phyllis Cart 

              Carlton Currie 

              Wallace E Davenport 

              Goodman Financial Corporation 

Resa Nichols Hennings 

Houston Genealogical Forum 

NSDAR John McKnitt Alexander                                  

Polish Genealogical Society of Texas 

Paul B & Frances Lenora Terry Jr 
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Happy New Year, 2024 is here! 

   The holidays are over and it’s time to look forward to the new year. For many, it is a time of introspection and 
for others, a time for change. For Face2Face, it’s a time for change.  
 

   Genealogy Face2Face was an informative and fun Zoom hangout that featured genealogical speakers, 
discussion, and sharing. It was formed during the COVID-19 pandemic to keep people connected during library 
closures. It was successful and served its purpose for the time. 
 

   In 2024, Face2Face is being retired and the new Inside Clayton will feature activities to continue our mission 
to promote the Family History Research Center at the Clayton Library Campus, its collections, and resources for 
genealogical research. 
 

   Stay tuned for more information! 

***** 

2024 Membership Drive Held in November 2023 -- 

   Forty members renewed their CLF memberships online for 2024 during the November 2023 membership drive.  

Since we had four prizes this year, instead of one, we ran it for a longer period than in the past, from Nov. 3rd to 

Nov. 25th.  Of the forty renewals, four were CLF Board members and thus not eligible for the random drawing for 

the four prizes.  Therefore 36 members were eligible for the drawing.  One was a lapsed member who renewed 

(Janice Kay Hall).  One was a new member (Cathylou Jones). 

   Using a random number generator, four random numbers were pulled.  The first person was eligible to choose 

either the TxSGS on-demand webinars or one of three copies on CD of the Family Tree Maker (FTM) Software.   

   The following members were randomly selected, with the prize awarded: 

1. M. Joan Troegel FTM software 

2. James M Sigmund TxSGS on-demand webinars 

3. Barbara Fulton FTM software 

4. Teresa Rundell FTM software 

   The three copies of the FTM software were donated to CLF by Family Tree Maker.   

   Since the membership drive new member, John Henning, has joined CLF and Jen Sansbury has returned as 

a member.  Welcome!   

  Mary Ramsey Hollis, 1st VP – Membership 

      ***** 
Maxine Alcorn – 1935-2023    second Manager of Clayton Library 
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   We recently learned of the death of Clayton Library’s second manager, Audrey Maxine 

Alcorn.  She passed away September 15, 2023 at the age of 88 in Caldwell, Texas – 

her home town.  She retired from Clayton Library in 1995. 

   Per her obituary – Maxine was “,,,active in genealogy and became very 

knowledgeable in all areas.  She knew where to look and how to find the information 

she needed.” 

   Maxine belonged to the National Society of Magna Charta Dames, The Descendants 

of Austin’s Old 300, The Colonial Dames of America, Daughters of the Republic of 

Texas, Daughters of the American Revolution, and United Daughters of the 

Confederacy. 

 



   

CLF Is Busy Promoting Clayton Library – 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          January 27, 2024 – Family History Festival                     February 10, 2024 – Black History Month 
                           Richmond, Texas                                                Holocaust Museum, Houston, Texas 
 

***** 
The Clayton Advocate wins Writing Award – 
 

   The TxSGS (Texas State Genealogical Society) Awards Program annually presents awards in the categories 
of books, manuscripts, periodicals, websites, student projects, and a newly added award category -- blogs by 
individuals or Partner Societies. 
 

   This year Clayton Library Friends entered our quarterly, The Clayton Advocate, in the Periodical, Quarterly, 
and Journal Awards group – Category VI: Official Periodicals of Partner Societies/Quarterlies.  We received 
3rd Place ($30) and will be receiving a certificate to display with the awards that CLF (Don Pusch, editor) received 
from the National Genealogical Society for our quarterly – First Prize in 1998 and Honorable Mention in 2001.  
We are proud to be noticed as an outstanding publication that promotes our nationally recognized world-class 
Clayton Library. 
 

 

In Memoriam – 
     Marilyn Margarite Evans, passed away November 22, 2023 at the age of 84. Her lifelong passion for 
tracing her genealogy began when her favorite aunt asked her to research a family name. She was very 
active and held many offices in numerous lineage societies. 

The Clayton Advocate – February 2024 
page 9 

 

 

 

The Texas State Genealogical Society 
Announces the 2024 Student Projects Contest 

Categories: Grades 4-6, Grades 7-9, and Grades 10-12 
(Entries are for grade placement for the prior school year.) 

Each category: 1st prize $100, 2nd prize $75, 3rd prize $50 

The application deadline is September 15, 2024. 
Project entries may be part of a school, library, genealogical society, or museum initiative 

but must be sponsored by a TxSGS Partner Society or individual member. 

For project requirements, visit the Student Projects contest page at: 
http://www.txsgs.org/programs/awards-grants/writing-awards/ 

Direct questions to Pat Metcalfe, Student Projects Contest coordinator --  plpm@ix.netcom.com 
 

 

http://www.txsgs.org/programs/awards-grants/writing-awards/
mailto:plpm@ix.netcom.com

